
Using Timepix images to explore Burnage 
The photos were taken by Ordnance Survey (OS) during their post-war survey of Greater Manchester. They show a 

man holding a ‘hymn board’, pointing to a nail with an arrow.  Photos were taken because OS needed to find these 

Revision Points again to update the maps. The images are sometime called ‘stick man’ (or ‘man with arrow’) photos.   

The Burnage page is at  https://www.timepix.uk/PAGES/n-nKq3HD/Burnage-local-history-OS-street-photos-of-

1940s-and-1950s or from Timepix home page choose  PHOTO MAPS and then Thematic Maps.  

Just over 600 photos are located on the Burnage map. Some from just outside the boundary have been included, 

such as Crossley Motor Works as many Burnage people would have worked there. 

The photos are mainly taken in May and June 1947. If the surveyors had thought people might be looking at these 70 

years later, I’m sure they would have taken more trouble to frame the photos, but of course they were just doing 

their job of making sure the arrow and board were clearly included. Later OS switched to smaller boards. 

                                 

Big 1947 board, KM numbers ’33’         Small 1950s board, KM letters ‘SJ’ (is same as 33)  

Navigation 
The Burnage map is a subset of the Greater Manchester collection that numbers over 46,000. At the top of the page 

you can find links to other useful pages. Each will open in a new window. 

  

entire Greater Manchester Collection will take you to the access screen for the whole collection. An explanation of 

the board numbers can be found on that page too. 

Manchester/Stockport Index will take you to a page to quickly find areas to the southeast of Manchester 

Burnage falls across the Fallowfield and Heaton Mersey maps so visit these to see photos near to Burnage. 

Using the map 

 

https://www.timepix.uk/PAGES/n-nKq3HD/Burnage-local-history-OS-street-photos-of-1940s-and-1950s
https://www.timepix.uk/PAGES/n-nKq3HD/Burnage-local-history-OS-street-photos-of-1940s-and-1950s


• Zoom in and out using the plus and minus symbols top left. 

• Switch to satellite view using the ‘hamburger’ menu top right 

• Click any photo to see a thumbnail. 

  

Double click a thumbnail and you can see the photo full size, BUT because the Burnage map ‘borrows’ its photos 

from their source maps you will first be taken to the photo’s HOME map (which will be either Fallowfield or Didsbury 

and Heaton Mersey). 

Don’t worry, the photo you chose is right there BELOW that map. Use your back button to return to Burnage. 

All photos of Burnage 
To look at lots of photos click on All photos of Burnage. (This will open in a new tab, so on a desktop computer you 

might be able to have both the Burnage map and all the photos open at the same time). 

 

The most westerly photos will be at the start of the gallery and the most easterly at the end. Move through the 

photos one at a time using the arrows under the large image, or skip though a ‘page’ at a time using the arrow by the 

thumbnails. 

  

Click on the round ‘information’ symbol under each photo, and choose ‘map’ to see where that particular photo 

was taken. Leave that box open and if you navigate to the next photo the map will now show the location for the 

new one.  

Almost all photos in Burnage show Geoaccuracy very good in the keywords which means the photo should be at the 

right spot on the map. (If keyword is ‘geoaccuracy good’ and it should be within 50m of true position.)  



 

Keywords 
Timepix runs on keywords, you will see them under each photo.  

 

Keywords under a photo are clickable and will bring up the first thousand photos in the whole of Timepix with that 

keyword.  The most useful ones for Burnage are probably: 

• Street name: Click on Burnside Drive to find all the photos in that road 

• KM square: SJ8693 finds all the photos in that square 

• The ‘From’ link at the end which will take you to the Home gallery for this image 

Remember that you will need to use you back button to return to Burnage 

Share photos 

  click the square box under a photo 

You can quickly post the photo on Facebook. (The Twitter share only gives you a link and wont pop in the photo).  

Pinterest Click the red button to pin. If you don’t see you need to visit Pinterest and follow their instructions to get it 

for your computer.  

 

Download a photo to your computer by using right-click on a photo and choose ‘save image as’.  



Share from your phone:  Choose any photo, take a screenshot and explore your phone menu. Depending on your 

device there will be options to crop, save, and post the photo to social media. 

Leave comments 
You are welcome to suggest corrections or make comments in the box under the photo, or if you have a general 

point( or it’s just easier for you) please email admin@timepix.uk. 

Slideshow  

This plays automatically. Hover over the image to find controls to pause, scroll and make full screen. Use your Esc 

(escape) button to make it small again. 

Put a short cut on your mobile screen 
If you are out and about in Burnage you might want to find Timepix photos quickly. You can add an icon shortcut to 

Timepix to a phone home screen. (Make sure you are using Safari browser in IOS) Visit the Timepix page you want to 

bookmark (find Burnage under PHOTO MAPS and THEMATIC) then: 

▪ For IOS click the Share icon and choose ‘Add to Home screen’  

▪ For Android click the three dots in the menu and ‘Add to Home Screen’ 

Using SEARCH 
There are two sorts of search in Timepix, they work in different ways and also present results in different ways. If 

one does not give you what you expect try the other one! Search Words:  treats each word as a search term Search 

Keywords: will search for keywords (which can be more than one word, like Burnage Lane). 

Some search combinations you might like to try (don’t forget the comma): 

• Burnage, people 

• Burnage, rating4 (the best photos) 

• Burnage, front door 

• Burnage, stained glass (or leaded glass) 

• Burnage, face at window 

• Burnage, milk bottle  

• Burnage, washing line 

• Burnage, advertising poster 

• Burnage, fashion 

• Burnage, shop (or pub) 

• Burnage, railway 

• Burnage, car (or vehicle) 

 

Who are the men? 
Finally, please take a long hard looks at the unknown men in the photos.  They would have been recruited locally. 

Some stayed for a season, others for longer. The surveyors were behind the camera, the men shown were just low 

paid helpers. 

We are going through and tagging their faces, but so far, they are usually called ‘man 7’ or ‘man35’.  Of course, in the 

1940s it was an occasion to have your photo taken, so imagine how excited you might be to find hundreds of photos 

of your father or grandfather. We would love to reunite the men with their families so if you recognise any of them 

please get in touch at admin@timepix.uk 

Thank you 
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